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Black Panther Leader Eulogizes Jackson as Hero 


By EARL CALDWELL 

Special bo The New York Times 

OAKLAND, Calif., Aug. 28- 
In a revolutionary memorial 
service conducted by the Black 
Panther party, George Jackson 
was eulogized today as “a hero 
who died in a significant way.” 

“He showed us how to act,” 
said Huey P. Newton, the foun- 
der and supreme commander of 
the Black Panther party, ‘‘and 
we will raise our children to be 
like him.” 

The 29-year-old Jackson, who 
was serving a life term at San 
Quentin Prison, was shot and 
killed last Saturday. The prison 
authorities said that Jackson 
had been shot while racing 
toward the wall in an escape 
attempt. i 

The incident at San Quentin, 
which touched off a nationwide 
controversy, also left three 
guards and two white inmates 
at the prison dead. 

At his death Jackson was 
about to face trial along with 
two other black prisoners at 
San Quentin on charges of hav- 
ing murdered a white guard 
while they were inmates at 
Soledad Prison. 

The three became widely 
known as the “Soledad Broth- 
ers. Their case attracted atten- 
tion among blacks and white 
radicals across the country. 

In eulogizing Jackson today, 
Newton also confirmed that the. 
slain convict had been a mem- 
ber of the Black Panther party 
with the rank of field marshal. 

Newton described Jackson as 
“a strong man, determined, and 
full of love and strength.” 

Newton, who himself faces 
a third trial on charges of 
killing an Oakland policeman, 
said that Jackson had been his 
hero and that he had left a 
standard for all political pri- 
soners. 

Newton called Jackson his 
“fallen comrade” and said he 
had had “every right to do 
everything possible” to gain his 
freedom. The Black Panther 
leader also promised that those 
involved in what he called a 
revolutionary struggle would 
“slit every throat that threatens 
our freedom.” 

Newton did not refer di- 
rectly to the incident at San 
Quentin. The throats of the 
other five persons killed at San 
i Quentin had been cut. 

I Other Panther leaders also 
; participated in the memorial 
service, including Bobby Seale, 
the party chairman, who was 
also a founder. 

Jackson was sentenced from 
one year to life imprisonment 

II years ago after he pleaded 
guilty to armed robbery. 

A tense mood was set for 
his funeral after the early 
bombings today of three state 
• offices. 

Powerful bombs caused ex- 
tensive damage at two State 


Department of Corrections of- 
fices in San Francisco and Sa- 
cramento, and a Department of 
Rehabilitation office in San 
Mateo. 

The authorities said the 
first two blasts apparently had 
been coordinated. No injuries 
were reported. 

In Sacramento, a woman 
caller, saying she was a mem- 
ber of Weatherman, a radical 
youth group, warned a phone 
operator that a large bomb was 
planted in the 17-story state 
office building tower. 

5,000 at Service 

A letter, signed “Weather 
Underground” and delivered to 
The San Francisco Examiner, 
claimed responsibility for / the 
Sacramento and San Francisco 
explosions, which it called “one 
outraged response to the as- 
sassination of George Jackson.” 

A crowd estimated at close 
to 5,000 was on hand for the 
service, which lasted just over 
an hour. There were no in- 
cidents. 

The setting for the funeral 
was St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church in the heart of West 
Oakland’s sprawling black com- 
munity. 

Crowds of the militant young, 
both black and white, began to 
gather hours before the services 
began. But it was the Panthers 
who were most visible. 

There weer dozens of them 
and they wore their familiar 
black uniforms over stiff blue 
shirts. As early as 9 A.M., they 
were at the church, spread out 
in a long line and standing at 
attention. 

Over the front door of the 
faded tan-colored church the 
party’s official flag — a black 
panther mounted on a bright 
blue background — fluttered in 
the morning breeze. 

It was at this same church 
just over a year ago that fu- 
neral services were held for 
17-year-old Jonathan Jackson, 
George’s younger brother. 

Jonathan was shot and.killed 
while attempting to help three 
prisoners from San Quentin, 
who were involved in a criminal 
proceeding at the courthouse 
in the Marin County Civic Cen- 
ter, escape from custody. 

Four persons, including a 
judge of the Superior Court, 
died in that escape effort. The 
judge had been taken hostage 
by Jackson and the convicts as 
they attempted to make their 
getaway. 

The crowd for George Jack- 
son’s funeral was similar to the 
one that gathered at the serv- 
ices for Jonathan. 

Those who came were mostly 
young and they wore old shirts 
and Levi trousers. When the 
body of the man they came to 
bid farewell to arrived, they 
saluted him with clenched fists 
raised high. 

The funeral for George Jack- 
son was in sharp contrast to 


those that were held for the 
others who were killed at San 
Quentin a week ago. 

The guards were buried quiet- 
ly and the body of one of the 
slain white inmates was never 
even claimed. 

The widow of one of the 
guards, Mrs. Vivian DeLeon, 
was particularly bitter. 

“Every article we’ve picked 
up glorifies Jackson as a politi- 
cal prisoner,” she said, “but 
nobody seems to care about the 
officers.” 

As the crowds gathered for 





Jackson’s funeral, the' circum- 
stances surrounding his death 
continued to dominate the con- 
versation. 

The mourners stood in small 
groups outside the' church and 
quietly expressed their doubts 
as to the official version of the 
alleged escape attempt that led 
to Jackson’s death. 

Jackson’s body was -to be 
flown to Illinois. Burial was 
scheduled tomorrow in the 
suburban community of' Mount 
Vernon in the southern part of 
the state. 


